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The register of The register of 
Australian and Australian and 
New Zealand New Zealand 
Ships and Ships and 
BoatsBoats

Currently contains over 32,000 recordsCurrently contains over 32,000 records



List of Sydney ship & boat buildersList of Sydney ship & boat builders

An updated list of Sydney ship and An updated list of Sydney ship and 
boat builders can be viewed on the boat builders can be viewed on the 
BoatregisterBoatregister websitewebsite

MorfarchMorfarch
Built BerryBuilt Berry’’s Bay in s Bay in 
19271927
Do you knowDo you know
the builder?the builder?



The register has recorded The register has recorded 
over 3000+ boats as being over 3000+ boats as being 

built in Sydney.built in Sydney.
Of these, the builder has Of these, the builder has 
been identified for about been identified for about 

2000 vessels.2000 vessels.

Magnitude of the industryMagnitude of the industry



SydneySydney——a major maritime centrea major maritime centre



IntercolonialIntercolonial & coastal shipping& coastal shipping

Passengers, produce, Passengers, produce, 
general cargo, coal and general cargo, coal and 

timbertimber



HarbourHarbour shippingshipping
Ferries, dredgers, lighters, tugs & Ferries, dredgers, lighters, tugs & 

bargesbarges



DefenceDefence and governmentand government

The Australian Squadron, Colonial The Australian Squadron, Colonial 
Navy, revenue, pilots, police, Navy, revenue, pilots, police, 
government departmentsgovernment departments



CommerceCommerce

Whaling, sealing, pearling, sandalwood, Whaling, sealing, pearling, sandalwood, 
cedar, fishing, indentured cedar, fishing, indentured labourlabour



Ship and boatbuilding localitiesShip and boatbuilding localities

Lavender BayLavender Bay
Neutral BayNeutral Bay

BerryBerry’’s Bays Bay

PyrmontPyrmont

Long Long 
Nose Nose 
PointPoint Goat Goat 

IslandIsland

BalmainBalmain

RozelleRozelle
SydneySydney

CoveCove

CockatooCockatoo
IslandIsland

Millers Millers 
PointPoint

CockleCockle
BayBay

WoolwichWoolwich

WoolloomoolooWoolloomooloo

RydeRyde

DrummoyneDrummoyne



Lavender BayLavender Bay
Neutral BayNeutral Bay

BerryBerry’’s Bays Bay
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The KingThe King’’s Dockyard s Dockyard 
17891789--19261926

James Underwood James Underwood 
18001800--18051805

DrummoyneDrummoyne



Sydney CoveSydney Cove

The first shipyards of the colony were The first shipyards of the colony were 
established on the shores of Sydney established on the shores of Sydney 
Cove. Cove. 



Early shipsEarly ships

The first ships  were for government The first ships  were for government 
service. The Francis & the Lumpservice. The Francis & the Lump
Restrictions on the building of ships Restrictions on the building of ships 
to prevent escape from the convict to prevent escape from the convict 
settlement.settlement.
Underwood opened the first private Underwood opened the first private 
yard. The Governor King.yard. The Governor King.
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BerryBerry’’s Bays Bay

PyrmontPyrmont

Long Long 
Nose Nose 
PointPoint Goat Goat 

IslandIsland

BalmainBalmain

RozelleRozelle
SydneySydney

CoveCove

CockatooCockatoo
IslandIsland

Millers Millers 
PointPoint

CockleCockle
BayBay

WoolwichWoolwich

WoolloomoolooWoolloomooloo

RydeRyde

Cockle Bay and Millers PointCockle Bay and Millers Point

KorffKorff & Co 1844& Co 1844
John Robertson 1844John Robertson 1844

Laurence Corcoran 1847Laurence Corcoran 1847--5252
John Cuthbert 1855John Cuthbert 1855--7474

Walter M. Ford 1870Walter M. Ford 1870

Charles Griffin 1811Charles Griffin 1811
J. & W. Jenkins 1814J. & W. Jenkins 1814

T.H. Bass 1835T.H. Bass 1835

DrummoyneDrummoyne



CuthbertCuthbert’’s Shipyards Shipyard
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Australasian Steam Navigation Australasian Steam Navigation 
Co 1853Co 1853--8484

John William Russell 1837John William Russell 1837--4949
P.N. Russell 1840P.N. Russell 1840--6464

Atlas Eng Works1878Atlas Eng Works1878--86 86 
John Sands 1884John Sands 1884

Robert Robert TearneTearne 19901990--20002000

Young & Fletcher 1892Young & Fletcher 1892--9999
Sydney Sydney HarbourHarbour Trust 1924Trust 1924

Jeff Jeff ClistClist 19541954--6666
Brown Bros 1976Brown Bros 1976--8080



Australasian S.N. CoAustralasian S.N. Co

Located on Darling Island, Located on Darling Island, PyrmontPyrmont
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BerryBerry’’s Bays Bay
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BalmainBalmain John John LihrLihr 18441844
George George BuddivantBuddivant 18441844
James James EntwistleEntwistle 18521852
John Booth 1855John Booth 1855--5656

Thomas Thomas RountreeRountree &Co 1859&Co 1859--8585
G. Thompson 1866G. Thompson 1866

J. J. MilsonMilson 18661866
T.M. McArthur & Co 1867T.M. McArthur & Co 1867--7474

W. & D. Bates 1868W. & D. Bates 1868--7070
MortsMorts Dock & Engineering Co Dock & Engineering Co 

18741874--5858
Duncan & Duncan & SorrieSorrie 18751875--8484

H. H. PerdriauPerdriau 18771877--8181
George W. Ellis 1879George W. Ellis 1879--9393
Henry Beattie 1881Henry Beattie 1881--8989

William Golding 1880sWilliam Golding 1880s--19101910
EphriamEphriam Ward 1882Ward 1882--8383

Jonathan & Henry Piper 1882Jonathan & Henry Piper 1882--8585
Allen & Ward 1883Allen & Ward 1883--8484

Alfred William Alfred William SettreeSettree 18831883--9797

DrummoyneDrummoyne



BalmainBalmain--A centre of boatbuildingA centre of boatbuilding

RountreeRountree CooroybaCooroyba

KillaraKillara KelpieKelpie
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CockatooCockatoo
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BalmainBalmain (cont)(cont) S. Briggs 1883S. Briggs 1883--8484
James Lynch 1884James Lynch 1884--8787
Foster & Foster & MintyMinty 18851885--9797

John Fenwick 1885John Fenwick 1885
David Drake 1885David Drake 1885--19341934

W.J. Watson 1886W.J. Watson 1886
James James PashleyPashley 18861886--8989

C. C. BenbowBenbow 18881888
J. Reynolds 1890J. Reynolds 1890
James Cox 1895James Cox 1895

Joseph Conlon 1894Joseph Conlon 1894
James Scott 1896James Scott 1896

Morrison & Sinclair 1899Morrison & Sinclair 1899--19581958
N. Emerson 1900N. Emerson 1900

Sydney Ferries Ltd 1900Sydney Ferries Ltd 1900
Poole & Steele 1912Poole & Steele 1912--5454
G.A. Washington 1913G.A. Washington 1913

John Robinson 1922John Robinson 1922--3737
Morrow Bros 1928Morrow Bros 1928--5252

William Henry White 1929William Henry White 1929

J. Beatty 1936J. Beatty 1936
Gordon E. Beattie 1937Gordon E. Beattie 1937--3838

Vincent Bros 1945Vincent Bros 1945
Brown Bros 1946Brown Bros 1946--70s70s
G.W. G.W. BowcockBowcock 19601960
L.L. Fountain 1967L.L. Fountain 1967

Bill King 1983Bill King 1983



MortMort’’s Dock & Engineering Cos Dock & Engineering Co

BurraBurra--BruBru

AjaxAjax
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Cockatoo IslandCockatoo Island

NSW Government Dockyard NSW Government Dockyard BiloelaBiloela
18751875--19111911

Commonwealth Naval Dockyard Commonwealth Naval Dockyard 
19141914--1818

Australian Commonwealth Australian Commonwealth 
Shipbuilding Board Shipbuilding Board 

19191919--3333
Cockatoo Docks & Eng. Co LtdCockatoo Docks & Eng. Co Ltd

19331933--8484



Morrison & SinclairMorrison & Sinclair

MornaMorna

KaringalKaringal
OomoobahOomoobah



Ships built at CockatooShips built at Cockatoo
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Lavender Bay, Lavender Bay, McMahonsMcMahons Point & Point & 
MilsonMilson’’ss PointPoint

Wm.DunnWm.Dunn 1870s1870s
James Halstead 1878James Halstead 1878--8686

T. Peel 1891T. Peel 1891
Henry Green 1899Henry Green 1899--19021902
Wm. Holmes 1901Wm. Holmes 1901--1960s1960s

George Griffin 1928George Griffin 1928--??
R.E. R.E. CamplingCampling 19281928

Neptune Engineering Co 1939Neptune Engineering Co 1939
Fisher Bros 1938Fisher Bros 1938

Wm.HWm.H. Barnett 1956. Barnett 1956--7373
Tony Tony FranovFranov 19651965--6767

Ron G. Ron G. BalkwellBalkwell 19661966--19681968
SkoljarevSkoljarev & & ZdaravkoZdaravko 19671967

Bob Gordon 2005Bob Gordon 2005



Lavender Bay, McMahonLavender Bay, McMahon’’s Points Point

MischiefMischief

IvyIvy
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BerryBerry’’s Bays BayWm. Langford 1866Wm. Langford 1866--8585
Wm.DunnWm.Dunn & family& family

18721872--4040
WattyWatty Ford 1870Ford 1870--19301930

Walter Reeks 1882Walter Reeks 1882--19001900
Denis Moreland 1884Denis Moreland 1884

Sullivan 1884Sullivan 1884--8585
T. T. CubittCubitt 18891889--9090

WoodleyWoodley’’s Ltd 1909s Ltd 1909--7272
Riddell Bros 1937Riddell Bros 1937--7373
Adams & Co 1941Adams & Co 1941--4545
Ralph Andrews 1941Ralph Andrews 1941

Lars Lars HalvorsenHalvorsen Sons 1940sSons 1940s
Australian Fishing Ind. 1947Australian Fishing Ind. 1947
Dreadnought Eng. Co 1947Dreadnought Eng. Co 1947

Bob Gordon 1961Bob Gordon 1961
StannardStannard Bros 1963Bros 1963--8181

Peter Kenny 1970sPeter Kenny 1970s
NoakesNoakes 20012001



BerryBerry’’s Bay s Bay –– Builders of fine yachtsBuilders of fine yachts

Daphne by DunnDaphne by Dunn

Pacific by FordPacific by Ford

EnaEna by Fordby Ford
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Neutral Bay, Neutral Bay, KirribilliKirribilli, Careening Cove, Careening Cove

Robert Millard 1831Robert Millard 1831
Wm. Langford 1860sWm. Langford 1860s

Fanner 1890sFanner 1890s
James HayesJames Hayes

Pritchard Bros 1909Pritchard Bros 1909--3939
Joyce Bros 1920Joyce Bros 1920--19561956

Stewart Stewart SandemanSandeman 19211921
Lars Lars HalvorsenHalvorsen 19241924--3939

Manly & Port Jackson SS Co 1947Manly & Port Jackson SS Co 1947
Royal Sydney YS 1956Royal Sydney YS 1956--5959



Racing sail and motorRacing sail and motor

CC--Class launchClass launch

AcrospireAcrospire IIIIII
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Woolwich & Woolwich & RydeRyde

Atlas Engineering Co 1886Atlas Engineering Co 1886
MortMort’’s Dock & Eng. Co 1889s Dock & Eng. Co 1889--1950s1950s

G.F. Haddock & family 1948G.F. Haddock & family 1948--6161
BoatspeedBoatspeed 19891989--20042004

Lars Lars HalvorsenHalvorsen Sons 1940Sons 1940--7676
John John BottBott 19621962--6666



Woolwich and Woolwich and RydeRyde

WynstayWynstay KanangraKanangra

Lady Lady BeutronBeutron
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DrummoyneDrummoyne and and GladesvilleGladesville

George Barnett 1887George Barnett 1887--9494
T.R. Dudley 1888T.R. Dudley 1888--9090

Henry Curry 1891Henry Curry 1891
George Chapman 1920sGeorge Chapman 1920s
A.G. Williams 1923A.G. Williams 1923--6767

Graham 1927Graham 1927
Wm. Griffiths 1928Wm. Griffiths 1928

Roderick & Griffiths 1928Roderick & Griffiths 1928
J. Lucas 1934J. Lucas 1934
HegartyHegarty 19431943

WalWal Skerne 1948Skerne 1948

Charles Larson 1934Charles Larson 1934--4848
W. & R. Simpson 1960W. & R. Simpson 1960
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Goat IslandGoat Island

Sydney Sydney HarbourHarbour Trust 1920sTrust 1920s
Maritime Services Board of Maritime Services Board of 

NSW 1936NSW 1936--8585



Goat Island ShipyardGoat Island Shipyard
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PyrmontPyrmont

Long Long 
Nose Nose 
PointPoint Goat Goat 

IslandIsland

BalmainBalmain

RozelleRozelle
SydneySydney

CoveCove

CockatooCockatoo
IslandIsland

Millers Millers 
PointPoint

CockleCockle
BayBay

WoolwichWoolwich

WoolloomoolooWoolloomooloo

RydeRyde

DrummoyneDrummoyne

Woolloomooloo & Garden IslandWoolloomooloo & Garden Island

Daniel Daniel SheehySheehy 18581858--6868
Yates 1860sYates 1860s

Batty & Batty & SheehySheehy 18841884
H.C. Press 1910sH.C. Press 1910s

Royal Australian Navy 1937Royal Australian Navy 1937--6262
Australian Australian DefenceDefence Industries Industries 

20002000--0101



Woolloomooloo and Garden IslandWoolloomooloo and Garden Island



PuttPutt--putt launch buildersputt launch builders



The beginnings of a listThe beginnings of a list
F. N. F. N. AllsoppAllsopp--KogarahKogarah 1940s1940s--50s50s
Chapman & Chapman & SherackSherack--ErskinvilleErskinville 19191919--1930s+1930s+
ShevillShevill Launch CoLaunch Co--Botany Bay 1930sBotany Bay 1930s
Vincent BrosVincent Bros--BalmainBalmain 1940s1940s
William FisherWilliam Fisher--La La PerousePerouse 1950s1950s
Fisher BrosFisher Bros--Sydney 1950sSydney 1950s
William GoddardWilliam Goddard--Palm Beach 1920sPalm Beach 1920s
MSB of NSWMSB of NSW--Goat Island 1930sGoat Island 1930s--1980s1980s
Thomas JoelThomas Joel--Middle Middle HarbourHarbour 1930s1930s
A. LaytonA. Layton--PeakhurstPeakhurst 1930s1930s
F. MorrowF. Morrow--BalmainBalmain 1920s1920s



Sources of Sources of 
informationinformation

BooksBooks
NewspapersNewspapers
MagazinesMagazines
Log booksLog books
PhotographsPhotographs
ArtworksArtworks
WrecksWrecks
RegistersRegisters

Museum collectionsMuseum collections
Owners past &presentOwners past &present
RecollectionsRecollections



Getting and giving informationGetting and giving information
Website located at: Website located at: 
www.boatregister.netwww.boatregister.net

Data entry forms available today.Data entry forms available today.
Enquiries answered personallyEnquiries answered personally

http://www.boatregister.net/


The AladdinThe Aladdin

On Sydney On Sydney HarbourHarbour and Pittwater and Pittwater 
recording and photographing boatsrecording and photographing boats



The endThe end

Website—www.boatregister.net
Email—mflapan@boatregister.net

Phone—02 9977 8103

The author gratefully acknowledges photos from the following sources:

Buster Brown
State Library of NSW
NSW Maritime
Google Earth
ANMM website
Sydney Heritage Fleet
Mal Edmonds
Afloat magazine
Robert Raison
Barry Graham
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